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Run ve to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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‘Communicated for the Reformer. } 


A DISCOURSE. 

Verily Tsay unto you, the servant is not 
greater than his lord, neither he that is sent, 
greater than he that sent him. Jolin xii. 16. 

Upon the occasion which gave rise 
to the words of our text, Christ insti- 


tuted the ordinance of washing his dis- | 


ciples feet, and insisted upon his foi- 
lowers to do this to one another, in or- 
der to perpetuate and keep in remem- 
brance the humility of their Lord and 
master, and the example he taught 
them; well knowing the necessity of 
an institution of this nature, to keep 
down the pride of man’s heart, and his 
propensity to vain glory. Wherefore 
our text 1s introduced by the following 
observations on this ordinance: ‘Ye 
call me master and lord: and ye say 
well, forso Lam. If I then your lord 
and master, have washed your.feet, ye 
also ought to wash one anothers feet, 
for I have given you an example, that 
you should do as I have done to you.” 
Then follows the words of our text: 
“Verily I say unto you, the servant is 
not greater than his lord, neither he 
that is sent, greater than he that sent 
him.”’ But we find that this whole- 
some ordinance which was instituted 
by Christ himself, for the purpose of 
perpetuating the humility of such as 
would be his disciples, has entirely 
been rejected by the pampered and 
high fed Priests in after times, as too 
humiliating for their pride, and too 
derogatory to their assumed dignity, 
at the same time they have the effront- 
ery to proclaim themselves, from their 
highly elevated and tinselled pulpits, to 
be the servants and followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. Therefore, 


notwithstanding the injunctions of our 
Vor. VIT. 9 


text, those who proclaim themselves 
the servants of Christ in our day, and 
preach up humility to others, are the 
most proud and pompous amongst the 
human race. Pomp and parade 1s their 
idol, ostentation and show their glory, 
and Mammon the god they adore. 

Jesus Christ, who had all things in 
his power, could have appeared mm such 
pomp and splendour, as would have 
dazzled and sunk imto nothing, the 
greatness and glory of Solomon him- 
self, if such pageantry had been agree- 
able to his will; but to show that it 
was not, and to reform the corruption 
of the Jewish church in that particular, 
he appeared on our earth as a pattern 
of the humility he taught, and content- 
ed himseli with the bare necessaries 
of lite: and so tar from accumulating 
earthly riches, and laying up “ treas- 
ures upon earth,”’ he had not where to 
lay his head: whilst those who profess 
to be his servants, of the present day, 
and arrogantly call themselves his am- 
bassadors, must roll in luxury, wealth 
and grandeur, and live in the indul- 
gence of every gratification. 

To judge correctly of these matters, 
however, we are not left to grope our 
way in the dark: Christ himself has 
given us a test by which we can never 
be mistaken. He says, Matthew vii. 
16, “By their fruit ye shall know 
them ;” and again, “The tree is known 
by its fruit.’” When we compare men’s 
professions by their conduct in life, this 
test will always prove infallible; and 
we can never be mistaken in the con- 
‘clusions we draw from such compari- 
‘son, when we have an opportunity of 
makjng it correctly. 

When we therefore hear a preacher of 
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ithe gospel, proclaiming himself the ser- 
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vant of Christ, the idea conveyed in the 
words of the text, **that the servant is| 
not greater than his lord,’’ immediate- 
ly places him im our estimation, not 
above, but below his lord; for the} 
word servant, conveys an idea of infe- 
riority, while our text precludes them | 
from being greater. Now, if we find! 
this professed servant of the humble, | 
meek, and lowly Jesus, in his conduct, | 
walk, and deportment in life, pursuing 
a different course from the one poimted 
out by the Lord and master he profes- 
seth to serve, and exa!ts himself above 
him whom he pretends has sent him, 
and we apply the test left us by Christ 
himself, we will find without the least 
difficulty, that he is an hypocrite and 
imposter, and not the servant of Christ. 

Again, when we behold one of our| 
modern fashionables, ascending a mage| 
nificent pulpit, hung round with crim-| 
son silk velvet tapestry, velvet cush-. 
ions to sit and kneel upon when occa. 
sion requires, a carved and highly orna- | 
mented canopy, the front of the pulpit 
made low enough tc display his golden 
watch chain with diamond seals, the 
fashionable cut of his pantaloons, vest, 
&c. and every other part of his dress 
corresponding with the idea we have 
of a New York dandy—when we hear 
this creature railing out against pride 
(beside whom Lucifer himself would 
cut but a rustic and contemptible fg- 
ure) and the vanities of the world, and 
professing himself to be the ambassa- 
dor of the meek and lowly Jesus, duly 
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practising all the jesticulatic 
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and stage buffoonery of a mountebank. 
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spect. 
| fully before his God, and waiting th, 
operations and influence of his holy 
spirit—I say, when we hear all these 
things, and see all these things, we are 
ready to exclaim, in the very words o} 
Christ, whom such creatures dishonor, 
“© Woe unto you scribes and pharisees, 
hypocrites ;”’ and say to them, when w: 
test them by the rule before referred 
to—You profess to be the ambassador: 
of Christ, and to follow him in his 
humble walk through life, while you 
are vieing with Lucrfer himself in pride! 
/You preach contempt for riches, whik 
‘you are grasping with both hands fo: 
wealth! You rail out against the vani- 
ities of the world, whilst you are found 
‘amongst the vainest of the vain! Yor 
preach up humility, while you display 
nothing but pomp and parade in your 
most holy avocations! You preach up 
charity and brotherly love, while you 
are excommunicating all that will not 
bow down to the image you have erect- 
ed! You enjoin on others the service 
of God, whilst you content yotirselves 
with the service of Mammon! Are not 
such preachers, I ask, in the very prac- 
tice of the Pharisees of old, agatnst 
whom Christ pronounced his denuncia- 
tions of ‘*Woe unto you Pharisees, fo: 
ye love the uppermost seats in the syn- 
agogues, and greeting in the markets, 
who bind heavy burthens, grievous to 
be borne, and lay them on men’s shoul 





commissioned from on high to preach | ders, but ye yourselves, will not touch 


the gospel,—pretending to bear the 
cross of Christ and glorying in his hu- 
mility, and exhorting his hearers to im- 
itate the example set by the Saviour on 
earth—I say, when we hear this dan- 
dy professor of humility making a very 
lengthy and fine spun prayer, to cor- 
respond with the price he is to receive 
for it, and hear him making a learned 
and technical display of his eloquence, 
to tickle the ears of his audience, in- 
siead of setting forth the plain truths 
of the gospel; when we behold him 


ithem with one of your fingers.”? Ver- 
jly, these men will have their rewaid; 
jfor Christ says, Luke xiv. 11, * Who- 
jsoever exalteth himself shall be abased. 
land he that humbleth himself shall be 
jexalted.” 

| But what hav- we to expect from 
‘hirelings. Christ’s own words convin- 
ces us that there is no dependence ™ 
them: they work for pay, and besides 
their pay, they have no other care: for 
‘he says, John x. 11, “Lam the good 
‘shepherd: the good shepherd givet® 











THE REFORMER. 


131 





— ie 














his life for the sheep: But he that is 
an hireling, whose own the sheep are 
not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth 
the sheep and flecth.”” «The hireling 
feeth, because he is an hireling, and 
careth not for the sheep”? ‘This 1s 
abundantly verified by every day’s ob- 
servation. A hireling preacher will 
leave a flock, when his share of the 
fleece amounts to five hundred dollars, 
for one that will yield him a thousand 
dollars, and very gravely tell his dear 
little flock that he must leave them, 
for the Lord has given him a cai// else- 
where—or in other words, I love your 
500 dollars well, but I love 1000 much 
better; I must leave you to the mercy 
of the devil, and go where Mammon 
calls. Although I[ profess to serve 
God, I am really in the service of 
mammon, and I have no other care for 
my sheep, than for the sake of the 
quantity of wool they yield me; if 
therefore the wolf comes, he must tear 
you to pieces; I cannot watch you any 
longer, I must take care of a flock that 
yields a better fleece. This is the plain 
language of our hireling preachers, who 
are selling the gospel to procure the 
means of raising themselves higher than 
the master they pretend to serve, and 
exalt themselves above him whom they 
pretend has sent them. 





|The christian religion, as instituted by 
|Christ, was adhered to with great pu- 
rity and true devotion by his followers, 
|so long as it was the object of persecu- 
(tion, and stood unconnected with the 
isecular government: but no sooner did 
ithe Emoeror Constantine establish it 
by law, and appoint lucrative posts of 
profit and worlcly honour in the church, 
|strengthening it with the power of the 
secular arm, and giving the priests and 
prelates power to exercise their author- 
‘ity over the faith and consciences of 
/men, than corruption began to march 
into the church with colossal strides, 
and the humble christian worship under 
the administration of the Popes, soon 
;became no better than ihe idolatrous 
'worship of the heathen nations The 
| Popes of Rome, indeed, so far from 
lacknowledging the humility of Christ, 
jas the model of their imitation, usurp- 
led the power of Jehovah himself, and 
| ° ° 

‘ruled over all the earth with a high 
jhand and outstretched arm—persecu- 
iting with five and fagot, all who op- 
‘posed their will, or gainsayed their au- 
thority. ‘The Protestant religion, after 
the refurmation, soon followed in the 
same train; no sooner was it establish- 


ed by law, and wielded the power of 
the secular authoritv, than its mandates 


‘were enforced with rigour, and the 


Again—when we examine the histo-|, work of persecution commenced. 


ry of the church from the earliest ages, | 


In America we have not yet expe- 


we find that power and wealth have , rienced many of the evils arising out of 
been the universal cause of corruption. | a union of church and state, and I hope 
The priests in all ages imposed upon, the day may be far distant, when such 
the people, in proportion to their pow-| an event will happen, notwithstandin 

er and means, and exalted themselves | the exertions of our reverend fathers in 
above him that sent them, in propor-| God, as they are pleased to style them- 
tion to the grandeur and wealth they) selves. Our country is becoming too 
possessed. In the days of Christ, the! enlightened to be easily imposed upon 
Jewish church had arrived at an alarm-|, by a set of Theological aspirants, and 


. . > Hi 
ing “state of corruption. The wealth! very few can now be found, unconnect. 


that had accumulated in the temple at 
the controul of the priests, gave them 
the means of indulging in the gratifi- 
cation of every desire; and before the 
Romans wrested the civil authority 
from them, they indulged themselves 
in all manner of cruelty and revenge. 





ed with clerical ambition, who would 
be willing to have an union of church 
‘and state: nevertheless, some of our 
‘most enlightened men are supporting 
measures not calculated to promote the 
interest of our country or the cause of 
religion, while others are increasing the 
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¢ : wealth of the church, and raising the | "Fer the Reformer. = 
ae F ambition of its ministers above the hu- Hartford, (Conn.) July, 1826. 
bn! BEE mility inculcated in the gospel. Wealth || Mr. Editor—In looking over th, 
7, *; ee , is almost as dangerous in the church as || numbers of your valuable publication, 
>. At power, and so rapid has been its in-' I have been not a little surprised at ; 
“e : crease in this particular in the United discovering a single article that w jolla 
\ 2 States, within a few years, by means | present to your readers an accurate 
4 of numerous societies, printing estab- | statement of the deplorable condit:o, 
a. lishments, and begging Priests, that | of piety and morality among the peo. 
Yy but few of its ministers are willing to | ple of the “Land of steady habits. 
follow Christ in his humility, and ac-|} No state in the union is commo; h 
=) of aggre him for their pattern, but supposed to possess institutions and 
« daily giving new prowfs, that the | principles more favourable to the vir. 
has servant is greater than his lord, and they | tuous cultivation of the youthful ming, 
" that are sent greater than he that sent and of the promotion of good morals 
‘ them. } and true religion among its citizens— 
, Lastly—If the scriptures are true, ‘and none to enjoy greater privileges ot 
5 | we know that all those who call them ' public worship, than the state of Con- 
: selves the servants and ambassadors n nectic lind none, I boldly venture 
| Christ are not what they profess them- || to say, is more characterized by super 
< selves to be. Christ, speaking of the, stition, bigotry, and hypocrisy. Ever; 
. ministry, under the type of the shep- |! one 1s well ac ‘quainted with the prac- 
herd, says, I am the door: he that | tices of the first settlers of this part of 
entereth not by the door, but climbeth the country, and every humane feeling 
up some other w ay, is a thief and a | revolts at the infamous persecution ot 
. robber, and pot a true shepherd: 1 ' the Qu takers, the shameful adoption and 
¥ he that doth not follow Christ in his more » shameful execution of the abom- 
“ humble walk before God, whose cross}! inable code of blue laws, and other act 
, he doth not take upon himself, whose | perhaps of less consequence. Thes 
walk and conversation in life he doth | have passed away, and have cast upoxu 
not imitate; in short, all who aspire to ||their authors their merited stigmas— 
be greater than their Lord and master, |’ yet no unprejudiced person can curso- 
and who elevate themselves above him || rily view the Sat. oy walk and dail 
who sent them, are hypocrites and im- || practices of those, who boastingly pro- 
posters, and not the ambassadors of | fess themselves to be the followers o! 
: Christ, as they proudly call themselve s. | Christ and his gospel, in this section o! 
+ All those, moreover, who make mer- | ‘country, without being forcibly struck 
: chandize of the gospel, and barter and | with the exist:nce of the same auti- 
: ell the word of God for tilthy lucre, |! christian spirit among its present in- 
are imposters, and not the servants of | habitants. Here spring s, and here 1: 
= Christ, whose “Father’s house, which | fostered, every re ‘ligious —speculatior 
: ought to be a house of prayer, they are | | that Ingenuity can Gevive to wheedle 
, making a den of thieves;” against all | money from the public, and place !* 
such Christ has warned us, in these fl Wades the fingeis of their projectors; 
words, Matthew, vi. 15, “Beware of | and these schemes are all under the 
if false prophets, who come to you in | immediate influence of the all dom 
S sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they | neering clergy, who have been, anc 
=F are ravenous wolves. By their fruits ye} are still, by an intriguing, ua derhanc 
: et shall know them.’’ contrivance, endeavouring to confeder- 
soem ate themselves with the affairs of th: 
, ‘The Winchester (\ a.) Republican con- |} aivil government, and efiect that amal- 
: - tains the constitution of a new society of | ‘ye h d state which 
, edingg Methodists. (LN. Guzette. | gamation of church and § 4 
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30 man possessed of moderate sagacity 

-annot but foresee to be the ultimate 

-yin of every principle of liberty and 
ivil policy- 

panel most despotic and de- 
aded governments of Europe, the 

clergy have had the supremacy, and 


earned wages of the poor labourer, ex- 


torted by clerical fraud, these, I say, 





are considered sacred altars, whence 
are delivered the precepts of the “meek 
and lowly Jesus.”’ 


And in such awful 


‘veneration are those who hold forth in 


them held by the worshippers, that he 


have stood at the helm of their coun- ''who does not coincide with their dog- 
cils; and if this be not the object of our; matical tenets, is an infidel in toto.— 
high-minded clergy in this state, why |) Talents and honesty are no recommen- 
their bold designs of forming National | dations to office or honour, but every 
Missionary Societies, National Bible || one must pay his missionary fee, and 
Societies, and in fine, a National Re-|'always go to meeting, and sit and 
ligion? And why, I ask, was a Gene-| sweat under a drowsy, long-winded, 
ral Convention of the Calvinistic clergy |, forty year old sermon, or his damna- 


called at New Haven the last spring, 
at a time when, and a place where, the 
state legislature was in session?— How 
far they succeeded in their unholy de- 
signs, and what these designs were, I 
am unable precisely to state, but it is 
sufficiently evident that their own in- 
terest and ambitious schemes were the 
principal subjects under consideration. 
And as an instance of the idolatrous 
respect with which they were regard- 
ad by their subjects, 1 deem it worthy 
of notice that it 1s but five years since 
they were each and all invited to at- 
tend the annual election, as had long 
been the case, and partake of a dinner 
at the expense of the state—-some on 
these occasions would bring their fami- 
lies, and as they frequently brought a 
long northeaster with them, they 
would tarry as long as they could get 
maintained. 

In this place, consisting of about 
5000 inhabitants, there are three Pres- 
byterian churches, adorned in all the 
gaudy magnificence that taste could 
invent, which, were it not for their 
cloud-capt steeples, a stranger would 
naturally suppose to be theatres of 
public amusement; and I actually be- 
lieve that as much that promotes the 
cause of “ pure and undefiled religion” 
's promulgated from the latter as the 
former in this place. But these su- 
perb specimens of human art, with 
their carved mahogany pulpits, con- 
structed at the expense of the hard- 





‘!tion is sealed, and who, if he has not 


15 or 20 dollars to pay for a pew must 


jsit back among the blacks. 


This is sufficient to show you in 
what total subjection the people are 


‘held by these self-righteous lords of 


the land. 


But in order to render the 
fact more convincing, I will mention 


! ° 
‘another instance or two that now oc- 


| 


| 


| 


} 
| 


‘ 


; 
' 
' 


cur to my mind 


I know a clever old 
farmer belonging to a congregation in 


the country, who, at the time of the 


presidential election in 1801, had been 
previously informed by his beloved 
pastor that if Mr. Jefferson was elect- 


ed, all the Bibles in the land would 


probably be destroyed, which had such 
a forcible influence on the opinion of 
the old gentleman, that he went one 
night and hid his Bible in the stone 
wall, that it might escape the general 
destruction. One of the noblest acts 
that ever honoured the legislature of 


this state, was the appropriation of a 
large sum of money arising from lands 


| 


‘ 
' 


in what is called New Connecticut, to 
the benefit of common schools. At the 
time this appropriation was made, with 
such impious zeal did the Presbyterian 
clergy of this state come forward, vi 
et armis,”’ and attempt to compel the 


legislature to apply the avails of these 
ilands, as an annual stipend for their 


} 
; 
i 


support, that it shocks every principle 


| . 

of humanity. I am well acquainted 
[with an old Rev. D. D. who is still 
jalive, a monument of perfidy, and who, 
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upon that occasion, commenced an out- : beautiful contrivance, a fine inventioy 
rageous harangue, with the expression, | and if it should be adopted by all ¢.. 
« What 1s achild’s A B C to a preach- } nominations of evangelical Christis, ; 
ed gospel ?” | throughout the United States, as we 
The question was at length carried , trust it will, America will present ty 
in favour of schools, by a bare majori- |i the world the interesting spectacle of g 
ty of one vote. Any comment upon so || whole people pressing forward with 
infamous an attempt cannot express the | their voluntary contributions to furnish 
detestable nature of it; an attempt no- || an army of pious, talented, and educa. 
thing less than to rob the helpless child || ted men for the service of religion jy 
of poverty of the privilege of learning || every part of the world.” 
his A B C, that clerical nabobs might | 
glut their voluptuousness on the booty. 





[From an Albany paper. ] 


And yet these same hypocrites boast |} ‘“‘ Friendly hints to young Ministers.” 
of their humanity in the promotion of || ‘The following is an extract from ap 





. ; ° ° | . ° ‘ 
charitable purposes. I will briefly in- | address, or piece of advice, delivered at 
form you how an institution of this ||the Hamilton Theological Seminary ix 
kind is conducted in this town, called 1 June, 1823, to the students who were 
a “Female Beneficent Society,”’ for || about to enter the ministry. [TI have 
the support and education of destitute taken the liberty to :talicise the myste. 
orphans. The children while young, || rious words and phrases. ] 
are placed under the care of a female || «Commit as few secrets to others, as 
member of the church, at so much per |) may consist with your transacting the ne- 
week; as soon as they arrive at a cer- cessary business of life. Never trust 4 
tain age, they are placed under the secret with any who appear desirous of ol) 
aie shi f P { fuining one. Vheir anxiety in this case be- 
guardianship Of some person to pursue || trays a weak head, or a designing heart, 
trades or other employments, but no |/aud, in either case, they are not ty jy 
one can have the care of these chil-|}vrusren. When any one commits a se. 
dren, or derive any benefit from their | cret to you, keep it inviolably; you know 
labour while under the ace of twenty- i! not what mischief you would do to divulge 
tenge ee 8 pre a lit. And, besides, a disclosure is a breach 
Gat, ares be S ee —— © || of trust, and destroys ail confidence in you 
the Presbyterian faith. Their object || jn future. Be particularly cautious of sc- 
in this management is too clear to need || cepting a secret from a stranger; you know 
any explication. || not how it may embarrass you.” 











Thus, briefly as possible, have I give | Now, Mr Editor, I would like to 
en you an accurate statement of the | know what was meant by these secrets. 
course pursued by the clergy in this | Had they not an allusion to the con- 
state, to forward their sinister designs, || templated National Society, the plan o! 
whose schemes are too flagrant, I fear, || which has since been unwittingly di- 
to long delay the judgments of a just || vulged, and the scheme thereby pros- 


God. Loren. ||trated for the present? I am desirous 
acetate to have an explanation of these things. 

[From the (.N.Y.) Christian Enquirer.] Once a CALVINIST. 
ORTHODOX AMALGAMATION. [It is difficult to know what is meant 


The Editor of the New York Ob- || by these secrets, and hence, to attempt 
server, a Presbyterian paper published || any explanation might be deemed 1m- 
in this city, having described a new |] prudent. There are other proceedings 
plan to collect monies for the educa- || and acts, however, amoug the clergy 
tion of young men for the ministry, || of this day, which do not thus leave ué 
closes with the following remarks; in the dark with respect to their de- 

“On the whole, we think this new || signs, and their wish to obtain an 4 
plan of the Education Society is a!!cendency in the councils and gove!™ 





























nent of this country. To effect this | 
bject, secrecy in the arrangement of | 
their plans is an indispensable requisite. 

Indeed, in attempting any thing of this 

kind, the secret would have to be con- 

fned to a small number of the most’ 
devoted and trust worthy; for, corrupt 

as the ministry now are, there is not. 
perhaps one in ten but would be shock- || 
ed at the open avowal of such princi-/ 
gles. More drilling and instruction, and | 
more such T'racts as Lyman Beecher’s' 
Address, will be required to prepare | 
the more numerous body of ministers, | 
in this country, cordially to unite and, 
engage in the work of uniting Church 

and State. But what has been done, 

and is now in existence in nearly every | 
other country, may be accomplished in 
this. Look at their liberty and equali- 
ty in France a few years ago, and their 
zeal against priestcraft—aad where are 


they now?—Ld. Ref. ] 


— ——————— 








EPISCOPALIANISM. 

The following extracts from the 
* Rev.’? W. Barlow’s Considerations | 
on diffusing the principles of the, 
Church, will show that the Episcopa- | 
hans in this country are not without a 
hope that they may succeed in forming | 
“the religious character of the Na- 
tion,’ or in other words, become the 
established religion. 

“A vast moral field is open to the 
Church, and invites her cultivation.— 
Many parts of our country are almost 
unoccupied by Ministers of any de- 
nomination—and in every part of it 
there is room for our own. The reli- 
gious character of the Nation is yet 
unformed; [in plain English, it is not 
yet determined which sect shall be the 
dominant religion in this country and 
obtain an establishment.] If any par- 
ticular class of Christians succeed in 
imparting to the national aspect its own 
peculiar features and complexion, it 
will be the effect of design, system, and 
perseverance.* The efforts of several 





* Design, system, and perseverance in 
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of them are tending to this result, with 
various prospects of success. Their 
liberality is generally confined to their 
own respective communions. They 
are concentrating their resources, in 
exteiisive and well supported schemes 
tor the promotion of their different in- 
terests; and by various ways, they are 
endeavouring to turn the current of 
public feeling, and public charity, into 
their own private channels. One of 
them presents to the educated classes 
of society, the attractive charms of 
scholarship, eloquence, affected liberal- 
ity, aud exemption from vulgar preju- 
dices. Another with laudable zeal 


_sends its Ministers into the highways; 


congregates the multitude; and num- 
bers its annual converts by tens of thou- 
sands. While others, laying aside some 
triflag differences in their theories of 
Church Government, unite in taking 


possession of most of our higher Semi- 


naries of learning. By means of funds 
raised by “Education Societies,” they 
render them in effect nurseries for their 
Ministry. Enabled to relieve the ne- 
cessitous Student from the charges of 
his education, they have the power of 
selection from among the best youth of 
our country. Their zeal and address 
are deserving of commendation, and 
present an example, in some respects, 
worthy of the imitation of Episcopa- 
lians. A crisis is to be improved which 
will never return. The advantages al- 
ready gained by others, certainly should 
not dishearten the friends of the [ Epis- 
copalian] Church, and as certainly 
should forbid them to slumber. 

“ How these objects may be most 
readily effected is an important inquiry. 
It will be admitted that the most effec- 
tual means are those appointed by God 
himself; the preaching of the Gospel, 
and the administration of the ordinan- 
ces. But to the application of these, to 
the extent required, a very numerous 





of a sect, are here by no means condemn- 
ed by this writer; he only wishes his Epis- 








‘mparting to the Nation the* peculiarities 


copal brethren to see their necessity and 
to adopt them [Ed. Ref 
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and learned Clergy, and large resour- {correct it, by the supply of a mop. 
ces for their support, become necessary. || wholesome and substantial fare; for j; 
Measures have been adopted to supply is with a vitiated moral, as with a per. 
both, which must ultimately succeed. || verted corporeal taste; the diet whic! 
But at present we have neither, and for || would be most salutary, is least likely 
years to come shall not have beyond || to be craved. Nothing could more ef. 
the supply of the now destitute con- |jfectually subserve the interest of the 
gregations. Church, than giving to the great mag; 
“Under these circvmstances the || of the people those inestimable [ Epis. 
Press affords the only practicable means || copalian } productions. Her principles 
of exposing error, of instructing and || would thus be diffused, religious know. 
confirming in the faith the dispersed || ledge increased, and sound [ Episcopa. 
members of the Church, and of imbu-|| lian] picty promoted. 
ing the public mind with her sound 








and Apostolical principles. Were che EPISCOPAL CLERGY IN THE 
Church supplied both with Clergy and | UNITED STATES. 
the means of their support, unaided by || The principal fluctuations, and the 


the Press, their labours would be com-|| most striking instances of rapid growth 
paratively ineffectual. The Press is | may be discovered by the folowing ta- 
the most efficient auxiliary of the Pul- | ble: — 


pit, and its only substitute. Its influ- | 1789. 1814. 1826 
ence upon the opinions of a reading || New England, 240 33 95 
community is irresistable. There is no' heh Tork, " ~ = = 
oa | ennsylvania, 18 2 44 
country where it may be employed with || yaryjand, 18 93 54 
greater effect than in our own; for the || Virginia, a: “oe - ae 
great mass of the population are quali-|| South Carolina, ud 6 


fied, both by education and habit, to 
read with judgment and advantage.— || rerurns in the earlier periods of our 
Especially does it behove the Protest- Ecclesiastical organization, it may not 
ant Episcopal Church to employ 1ts— ibe far from the truth to estimate the 
for her doctrines are best received, || number of clergy in 1790, at about 
and her institutions most valued, by | , chien. : 


h 1h nig |two hundred. And upon the whole it 
those who are willing to examine t ©m || was scarcely upon the increase in 1814, 


with attention. }although some States were then just 

“The Divines of the English Church | commencing their career in exertioy 
have furnished many valuable works On land prosperity. In little more than 
every subject of christian doctrine and || twelve years, the number of Bishop 


are aa we nner —— has nearly, and of the clergy, perhaps, 
ted to diltuse her spirit ang principles. |i quite doubled. [ Episcopal Register. 
But few of them having appeared in 
the American Editions, they are inac- EPISCOPAL ROTUNDITY. 
cessible to the great body of the peo- 
ple, and even to Episcopalians. Our 
markets are supplied with the distinc- 
Ne a ont sein | 
tive Theology of et ‘al seit gti 1 ot 16,000 pounds of tobacco to each Epis- 
whose views are thus $s) ent y Dut stic- | copal minister was taken away, the shep- 
cessfully disseminated; while a great | herds then all forsook their flocks; and at 
and invaluable portion of our own is, ||this time, (1814) the people were not 
in effect, locked up in a foreign coun- ‘pw ae to pay them a good ore 
try. Our Presses find a more ready |/**"tY: i's presumed many of the 
es ar" ; a receive equal to 16,000 pounds of tobacco, 
profit in gratifying a morbid and intel-|\.44 consequently it. may be expected 
lectual appetite, than in attempting to there will be a rapid increase. [£d. hef 


Making allowances for the imperfect 





The Bishop of Durham (Dr. Barrington) 
who died lately in England, in his 92nd 











* Soon after the Revolution, the salary 
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ar. had been Bishop for nearly 
vars, and is supposed to have received 
ot much less than one million sterling 
4,500,000) from his see. What a shear- 
ag of the sheep, that one man might be 
»lentifully provided for and kept warm! 
‘ [ Niles’ Register. 
In the above may be seen one of the 
blessings of a combination between the 
Church and State. Here is a fat bishop 
pocketing four and a half millith of dol- 
lars, all wrung, for tithes, from the 
hard earnings of the poor, whose spir- 
tual welfare he professes to watch 
over, while many of the miserable be- 
ings around him, from whom !.2 had 
drawn the last shilling to pamper his 
appetites, were suffering for the want 
of a morsel of food! Is this Christi- 
anity? Are such the purposes to which 
our religion is prostituted? Alas! la- 
mentable as it is, every day’s observa- 
tion convinces us it 1s but too true. 
How cautious then does it behove 
us to be in checking and exposing eve- 
ry attempt that we may discover in our 
own country, at an approximation to- 
wards the same sad state of things that 
exists in the despotic governments of 
Europe, where priestcraft entwines its 
serpent-folds in the machinery of gov- 
ernment, poisons the political atmos- 
phere with its pestilent breath, and riv- 
ets the manacles of slavery and oppres- 
sion on its weak and deluded victims. 
None can accuse us of sounding a 
false alarm on the subject of the at- 
tempts making gradually to unite the 
Church and State in this country, who 
have watched with any degree of cir- 
‘umspection, the movements of the 
clerical tribes and their satellites for the 
last few years. None who have read 
the secret circulars in which they avow 
their treasonable objects, or who have 
witnessed their cunning endeavours to 
enchain the minds of the people in the 
tetters of bigotry and superstition, can 
honestly dispute the propriety and in- 
tegrity of the ground which we take 
to expose their corruption and perfidy, 
and to warn our fellow citizens of the 


fifty 


year, 





137 
awful danger to which they are leading 
them. [ Microscope. 


TITHES IN ENGLAND. 


Tithes were not paid in England till 
‘the eighth century, and were then giv- 
en to the clergy by an act of tyranni- 
'cal power and usurpation, by two Po- 
_pish and superstitious kings, and in one 
of the instances as a commutation for 


























murder. [Christian Magazine. 
[From History of all Religions. ] 
| Number of the Clergy in France before the 
! Revolution. 

1 Archbishops and Bishops, 156 

| Dignitaries, Canons and Pre- 
bends, 11,858 
| Inferior Servants of theChoir, 13,000 
| Priors and Chaplains, 27,000 
‘Parish Priests, 40,000 
Vicars, 50,000 

Ecclesiastics in orders, with 
or without benelices, 100,000 
241,989 

MONKS. 
Chiefs of the Orders, 1,120 
Abbeys of Men, 6,740 
Other established Societies, 23,655 
Mendicants, 46,500 
78,015 
NUNS. 

Abbeys of Women, 10,120 
Priories of Women, 2,560 
Canonesses, 600 
Other established Societies, 64,000 

Other Socicties without foun- 
dation, : 2,692 
79,972 

RECAPITULATION. 
Secular Clergy, 241,989 
Monks, 78,015 
Nuns, 79,972 

Inferior Ministers of the 

Churches, 60,302 
Total, 460,278 
Putting the population at 25,000,000, 





ithe Clergy were about 1-52nd part in 
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France, and their revenue in 1787 was 


estimated at 178,000,000 livres. 





{From the same. ] 


Number of the Clergy in Spain, and state- | 
ment of their property, befure the late Re-| 


volution in that country. 


Archbishops and Bishops, 

Canons and Dignitaries, 

Prebends, 

Parish Rectors, 

Curates, 

Other beneficed Clergy, 

Religious men of the greater 
orders, 

Religious men of the minor 
orders, 

Hermitands, 

Servants, 

Sacristans, church clerks, 

Monks, 

Friars with shoes, 

Friars without shoes, 

Regular Congregationists, 

Servants of regulars, 

Youths in their houses, 


Total, 
Nuns and religious women, 


Property belonging to the Clergy. 


Pious Foundations, for the 
use of both sexes, con- 


sisting in lands and £ 

buildings, 62,500,000 
Estates of the Secular 

Clergy, 62,600,000 
Estates of the regular 

Clergy, 62,000,000 





62. 
2,399 | 
1,869 

16,481 
4,927 
16,400 


17,411 


9,088 
1,416 
3,987 
15,000 
5,500 
13,500 
30,000 
2,000 
6,400 
1,800 





148,242 
32,000 


180,242 





Real property, land and 
buildings, 





{From the New York Telescope. } 
CLERICAL POLICY. 
Mr. Editor—A free and unshackled 
Press is the bulwark of our national 


£ 186,500,000 
for, 828,888,888 dollars ] 
Exclusive of tithes, and various other 


taxes and dues for the Clergy. 
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sae ==, 
freedom, and the terror of lerical des. 
pots; because they know that it js the 
only weapon that can reach the root of 
intolerance and priestly hypocrisy. p, 
means of the Press, we become x. 
quainted with the bloody and crue] ¢. 
crets of the Inquisition. By the Pres. 
we have the cruelties of former and . 
ter persecution, (under the name of oy. 
thodoxy) handed down to the rising 
generation, in order to warn us against 
deceivers, and bartering our birth-right 
for the fetters of intolerance and priest. 
ly despotism;—these enemies of the 
rights of man assume various modes of 
attack to undermine the fabric of civ] 
and religious liberty. The work, 
though seemingly slow, is no less de. 
termined upon. Clerical policy runs 
deep and smooth, cunning and revenge. 
ful. The elevation of the church w 
secular authority, and the assumption 
of the clergy to power, have been grad. 
ual and systematic in every country and 
age, until the church became at last a 
terror and a scuurge, instead of a bless- 
ing to the human race. 

If we look at surrounding events, we 
shall discover a strong coincidence be- 
tween the rising influence of clerical 
authority in former times, and the gra- 
dual usurpation of the clergy in the 
present age. 

I shall quote one instance as a mat- 
ter of fact, to show what might be ex- 
pected from this pious fraternity, could 
they but grasp the arm of secular pow- 
er. 

I have heard a divine belonging to 
the T. D. church in New York, pray 
that God would shovel from the face 
of the earth, all the unconverted and 
ungodly rulers of our land; and declar- 
ed no man could be a Christian who 
could not response Amen to this bene- 
diction; and actually denounced all the 
city of New York as wicked and wors 
than Babylon, for not submitting t 
the easy and pious yoke of a few dis 
interested and benevolent clergy, © 
about four or five, who wanted to form 
a pious union with our cis i) authorities 
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a the administration of justice; to the | 
making choice of a few pious men to 
public offi.es, and a peep now and then 
‘ato the Treasury. O the depth and 
mystery of the craft. 





(From the Buffalo (N.Y.) Journal.) 
HAMILTON COLLEGE. 

The public doubtless recollect that 
an application was made to the Legis- 
lature of this state, last winter, for ad- 
ditional funds to further the objects of 
this institution, and that, from some 
cause, the applicants had leave to with- 
draw their petition. Such application 
was calculated at least to imp/y an em- 
barrassed state of the college finarces, 
and speculation, as usual, was busy for 
a time, in conjectures and surmises 
touching the probable cause. Nothing, 
however, was decisive, and the subject 
gradually receded from public view, 
until a recent examination into the pe- 
cuniary affairs of the college has again 
revived it, and perhaps thrown some 
light upon the whole affair. All our 
readers are aware that there is, in this 
college, a number of “charity students,” 
(theological students] (a term to be 
sure a little problematical) with the 
precise object of whose studies I am 
not familiar The average number of 
such, for a few years past, varies, I be- 
lieve, but a fraction from thirty; and 
the books of the college, upon a re- 
cent examination, exhibited a balance 


the Legislature, it is probable the ap- 
| plication will be renewed; and the facts 
above stated may serve to show the 
propriety of public investigation ere 
additional endowments are made. 





[From the National Journal.) 


Mr. Editor —You will allow a plain, 
old fashioned man, to enter his protest 
against the practice of bestowing praise 
on the devotional efforts of clergymen 
on extraordinary occasions, by speak- 
ing of those efforts as “able,’’ “ pa- 
thetic,” “eloquent,”’ &c. I have often 
noticed the strange propensity of news- 
paper Editors to set off their accounts 
of public celebrations, by puffing the 
prayers offered on such occasions, but 
have not seen a more flagrant instance 
of it, than in the account of the recent 
celebration in this city, in the Intelli- 
gencer of this morning. Interesting in 
other respects as is that account, I con- 
fess I threw it down in disgust, after 
reading in it that the public exercises 
were opened by *‘an appropriate and 
eloquent introductory prayer,” and clo- 
sed by a * fervently pious and pathetic 
prayer.”’ I turned round, Mr. Editor, 
and took up your paper, hoping better 
things of you, knowing, as I do, that 
you are a plain man, and not given to 
flattery. But, sir, I found myself a 
little disappointed there; for, although 
you treated my friend, Mr. Post, with 
becoming delicacy—a delicacy, which, 








due the institution, from this descrip- 
tion of pupils, amounting to more than 
eight thousand dollars! Such a state of 
thiags may well account for the ab- 
sence of ready funds to continue the 
operations and usefuiness of the col- 
lege. These students if I mistake not, 
are placed there by a company called 
“The Western Education Society ;” 
and from some cause this debt has been 
suffered to remain unliquidated on the 
part of the debtors, while from another 
quarter, application is made for legis- 
lative assistance. Unless this cebt is 


I am persuaded, is not less grateful to 
his feelings than consistent with pro- 
| priety—you told us that “the Rev. 
| Mr. Ryland opened the services in a 
| prayer remarkable for its appropriate- 
| ness, as well as the fervour with which 
it was delivered.”” Now, how much 
‘soever vanity may feed and fatten on 
| Praise, it is doing great injustice to the 
religion of Christ to suppose—as the 
| practice 1 am censuring certainly does 
| suppose—that the ministers of that re. 
iligion can be gratified, or experience 


‘any other than feelings of disgust at 


iguidated (which seems not likely to | such descriptions of their devotional ser- 
happen ) previous to the next session of | vices, 





Tt should never be forgotten 
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that Aumility lies at the foundation of| 
all true devotion; and it needs no very | 
deep knowledge of human nature to 
perceive that the practice I am repro- 
bating 1s calculated to produce and 
cherish any other than a humble spirit. 
If the clergymen who are thus flatter- 
ed, are what they ought to be, the ge- 
nuine disciples ot a humble and meek 
and self-denying religion, they will, I 
am sure, thank the Editors of newspa- 
pers to spare them the pain of being 
publicly commended in a manner so 
strikingly unappropriate. Senex. 





MISSIONARIES IN FRANCE. 

Paris, May 22. The troubles ex- 
cited at Rouen by the Missionaries, 
were of a serious character, according 
to the recital of the Quotidienne. Pe- 
tards and other missiles were thrown 
in the cathedral during the 13th, into 
the midst of the faithful who were at 
prayer, many of whom were wounded. 

“ During that tune,’”’ says that pa- 
per, “some of the malevolent made 
loud menaces, others indecently paro- 


. ——=!. 
for them in the church; the men enter 


ed at the other doors; and no persor 
allowed to loiter. The cries, «J)y»,,, 
with the Archbishop,’—* Down with 1}, 
Missionaries,’ were heard without the 
church ; seditious exclamations we, 
heard; the glass of the Sacristy wa 
broken, and the females on their yp. 
turn were insulted. The royal guar’ 
were frequently constrained to use the), 
bayonets. 

“‘ Disorders of the same nature, al. 
though not so violent, took place a 
the exterior of the churches of St. 
vere, St. Maclou and others. 

«© About 6 o’clock in the evening 4 








died the canticles. The disorder at 


prelate of Rouen attempted in vain to 
mount the chair; they would not allow 
him to be heard. The holy sacrament 
was met with loud groans at the mo- 
ment when it was exposed to the vene- 
ration of the faithful. ‘he priests with 


great courage, hopmg to penetrate to! 


the middle of that furious crowd, cone 
jured the most peaceful to respect the 
place in which they were. Great fear 
was entertained for the fate of those 
priests, the commissaries of the police 
being mal-treated in attempting to pro- 
tect them. 

«Thus passed the first day. On Fri- 
day measures having been taken by the 
authorities to prevent the renewal of 
these horrible scenes, the place in front 
of the cathedral was occupied by a 
strong detachment of the royal guard, 
and other detachments were distributed 
in the church. The women entered by 


'furious crowd collected in front of th: 
| palace of the archbishop, and attempt. 
ied to force the great gate, in order to 
| break the glass in the building, whic! 
was separated from the street by a 
‘large court. At that instant, two mis 
| sionaries, returning from the church 
lof St. Severe, were assailed in Damiett: 
street. One of them had the good for- 
tune to escape. The other, M de Lew. 
enbruck, had his clothes torn from him, 


jand would have infallibly perished had 
last reached its height. The venerable | 


he not been saved by some honest per- 
sons, who hurried him into a house, 
whence he escaped in disguise.” 
[The preceding appears to relate to 
‘some schemes of the Jesuits, who ar 
again obtaining fearful influence in 
France—for another account says tha’ 
the people cried out, “ Live the king, 
live the clergy of Rouen, live religion, 
but down with the missionaries, down 
with the Jesuits !??} 0 Niles’ Register. 





The following extracts, coming as they 
do from a zealous missionary print, ar 
entitled to the candid consideration of the 
friends of modern missionary undertakings 
How can it be expected that a cause wil 
receive the divine approbation and prox 
per, when such measures as are here des 
cribed, are resorted to for carrying on I 
operations. 


[From the Columbian Star.) 


‘‘There exists in the bosom of every 
Christian, a principle ot excitability, 





the creat door, and had places reserved 





that has very little connexion with the 
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gracious disposit 
® hich, when acted upon by extraordi- 
aary stimulants exhibits corresponding 
effects. Whenever one of these stimu- 
lants is in full action, the system pos- 
sesses an unusual vigour which threat- 
ens for the time to bear down all be- 
fore it and to establish a new order of 
things, but which, from its very nature, 
is only temporary. Hence those sallies 
of a burning enthusiasm, which we not 
unfrequently see exhibited by Christian 
professors. Like a volcano, they burst 
out in new and unexpected places, pour- 
ing, on all sides, their ignited and sul- 
phurous torrents ; but the chemical pro- 
cess is in a short time suspended, and 
all around is cold and silent and black. 
The excitability is exhausted, and must 
he re-accumulated before another effort 
can be attempted. 

“ This unfortunate instability of pur- 
cose, this irregularity of action, has of- 
ten been sadly exemplified in our own 
country. When the subjec: of Foreign 
Missions began to attract the attention 
of the churches, a powerful effort was 
made by societies and agents, and cir- 
culars and magazines and sermons, to 
arouse the Christian community to a 
general and hearty co-operation in the 
promotion of the generous designs.— 
All the persuasive energies of tongue 
and pen and press were put in requisi- 
tion to produce on the public sensibili- 
ty a deep and effective impression. Not 
ouly the reasoning faculties, but also 
the senses were addressed in order to 
crease the intensity of sympathetic 
emotion. We had oral and written 
descriptions of the abominations and 
wretchedness and peril of the heathen; 
and we had also paintings and engra- 
vings, exhibiting the Hindoo as inflict- 
ing the wounds of penance on his tor- 
tured body—as casting himself beneath 
the ponderous wheels of Juggernaut, or 
as bathing in the sacred Ganges to wash 
away the pollution of the soul. We 
Were shown how the mothers threw 
their infants to the crocodile, and how 
the widow immelated herself on the 


SSE 
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lene of the heart, but } pile of her departed husband. And all 


these affecting exhibitions were accom- 
panied by touching and urgent appeals 
‘to Christian compassion. The result 
was, that a powerful excitement was 
produced, which brought in donations 
and contributions to missionary pur- 
poses in astonishing abundance. But 
as soon as the means employed to pro- 
duce this excitement were in the least 
intermitted, the effect was visible in the 
reduction of treasury receipts. 

“< The true and lively Christian needs 
no external application to convince him 
of his duty; and if he require any to 
excite him to a faithful performance of 
that duty, it should be such as would 
produce a permanent impression. Thou- 
sands of dollars are every year collect- 
ed for benevolent purposes, by first 
awakening the sympathies, and then 
the purses, of the people. Those who 
are the least able to contribute are gen- 
erally the most easily affected and per- 
suaded by the high wrought descrip- 
tions of those whose business it is to 
collect their voluvtary contributions. — 
The object of every agent who enga- 
‘ges in such pursuits should be, not 
merely to swell the present amount of 
lreceipts, but also to produce a convic- 
tion that the object for which the so- 
| licited are called to give, is purely good, 
and if possible to leave a permanent 
willingness to contribute again, if aid 
should again be requested. A disre- 
| gard of this necessary puint has proved 
‘the almost total ruin of some societies, 
 whiets, at their inception were exceed- 
ingly zealous and successful. 

*{mmense sums of money have been 
|raised in this country, within 15 years, 
for heathen reform, and we are within 

the limits of truth when we say, that 
/more than one half of the amount has 
| been collected by the strained efforts 
of individuals who have addressed the 
feelings rather than the judgments of 
their fellow citizens. Their intentions 
were unquestionably good—and the 
means which they employed to obtain 
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money, we will allow to have been per- 
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fectly fair; but we honestly believe that 
the instances have been .numberless 
where donations have been made, un- 
accompanied by the slightest desire to 
accomplish the specified object, and in- 
deed without any real benevolence of 
heart. Agents have thus passed from 
state to state and village to village, so- 
liciting and obtaining aid for the mis- 
sionary cause, of men who felt no in- 
terest in missions, and who never again 
would contribute another farthing un- 


til again pertinaciously solicited. In} 


order, therefore, to replenish the funds 
of benevolent societies, the same efforts 
must be repeated year after year till 
the people become actually fatigued 
with such solicitations, and not unfre- 
quently turn away in disgust from the 
solicitors, who must now knock at their 
doors in vain. Such is the system which 
has been pursued; but we are well per- 
suaded that a better plan could be de- 
vised by which a more constant supply 
of funds could be assured to religious 
and benevolent associations.” 





[From the Christian Intelligencer. | 

“GILL MEASURES OF HEAVEN.” 
The reader must not be too much 
surprised at this title; for it was no less 
to us, than it is to him, a matter of cu- 
riosity and wonder, till we had duly 
considered its meaning. ‘This singular 
connexion of words is found in an ex- 
tract which we shall offer from the pen 
of the Rev. Fara Stiles Ely, now of the 
city of Brotherly-Love, ( Philadelphia. ) 
The pamphlet is called—* 4 Sermon 
for the Rich to buy, that they may benefit 
Themselves and the Poor.’’ Printed at 
New York, 1810. The Rev. author 
displays some little ingenuity in the 
sermon, and is, on the whole, rather in- 
teresting. From the text, Rev. xiv. 
13, he makes out (who could have 
thought it?) a real begging, teazing, 
insolent Sermon, in favour of contribu- 
ting money for the salvation of perish- 
ing immortal souls! Seeming to fail, 
according to his own calculations, in 
persuling rich, orthodox people to 


= ee oe oe een _ 


bestow very largely for Missionary pur 
poses, the preacher points the fincor of 
scorn, and undertakes to shame the 

out of their illiberality. He even ao 
ens “the mean spirited believer” with 
'a “Slower seat in heaven”’ than he might 
‘have occupied. He says, such men, if 
saved at all, will be « among the ves. 
sels of small size,” —* the gill measures 
of heaven.” his, certainly, is a new 
‘discovery. The Rev. Mi. Ely may 
‘have been very particular in his obser. 
vations, to have got the exact measure. 


| ment of these small vessels” of divine 


|) mercy. 


The candid reader is requested to 
bear in mind, in the perusal of the fol. 
lowing extract, that these are the sen. 
timents of the combination of different 
Sects, claiming the exclusive title to the 
| “orthodoxy” of the Protestant church. 
| But if any one can, and will refer us te 
a chapter in the history of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, in which a more 
bare-faced, money-getting, soul-saving 





5? 5 
scheme ‘of spiritual wickedness” —1 


exhibited, not excepting the reign of 
Leo X. that prodigy of papal impos 
ture, a real kindness will be co. tered. 
But we are a false prophet, if any one 
seriously attempts it. 

THE EXTRACT, 


**Take that wealthy man* for an exam- 
ple, who rolls along in his gilded charwt, 
‘reclining on cushions of velvet, and tol- 

lowed by his servants to the house of God. 
‘‘When he hears the cry from the yl: 
derness, of thousands ready to perish for 





*It may not be out of place here to 
state that the ‘Rev. E. 8S. Ely” has now 
become quite a ‘* wealthy man” himselt. 
In addition to a good salary (12 or Livy 
dollars) he acquired by marriage 1 this 
city, not less it is said than 10U,000 dol- 
lars. The lot and building where he nos 
resides, and which was purchased a fe 
years since, cannot be valued at preset 
short of 20 or 25,000 dollars. In passing 
his residence the other day, we saw 
'graved on a brass plate on a gate in fron” 
of his house, the words, * Rev. £.%. Ely. 
This may make it very convenient for him 
to be found, but as there is no other ©. > 
Ely in this city, we think * Rev.” might 








have been spared. (Ed. Lie. 
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lack of vision; when he learns that in his | 


own city thousands cannot read the Holy 
scriptures, and rarely hear the Gospel 

roclaimed; then his eyes are moistened 
with tears. Would to God they were tears 
of penitence. Does he give the price of ; 
his chariot to promote the illumination ef 
the heathen? No. Perhaps, then, he gives 
the amount of a needless servant’s wages, 
for one month? Aye, Christianity may 
stop in her progress, before he would 
retrench the expense of a lubberly fel- 
low to stand behind him, when he rolls 
along the streets. Does he consecrate 
the price of one splendid dinner to the 
benefit of perishing souls’ Nothe. But 
he wept while the preacher was eloquent 
and pathetic in description. Cautiously 
he conceals his hand, when he carries it 
to the receptacle of the poor, for he would 
not give alms before men; he would not 
let his left hand know what his right hand 
accomplishes. —Gopb SEES HIM GIVE 4 DOL- 
tak. He does not believe that it is writ- 
ten, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.’ 

‘‘A person of moderate fortune next 
contributes to the propagation of the 
knowledge of Christ. How much does he 
love the salvation of souls’? He gives some- 
thing. Amounts it to the profits of one 
good mereantile bargain’? Oh! No.—Does 
he give the average gain of his merchan- 
dize, for a single day? J am ashamed in 
this place to mention a FIVE DOLLAR BILL! 
But it shall be openly exposed in the day 
of judgment before an assembled universe! 

“it they are to be found in heaven, you 
will find them among a company, scarcely 
saved: among the vessels of smaill size, 
which contain but little grace. They are 
the GILL MEASURES of heaven. 

“There is a higher and a lower seat in 
heaven; but although it would be bliss to 
avide forever on the threshold of glory, 
yet he is a mean spirited believer, who 
would not humbly aspire to eminence 


among the luminaries that surround the 
throne of God.” 


(From the New Hampshire Spectator. | 
DR. FRANKLIN’S RELIGION. 


On recurring to the biography of this 
illustrious statesman and philanthro- 
pist, it will be found that in the early 
part of his life he was rather skepti- 
cal in his religious views, but after- 
wards was a firm believer in the 


considered at the time he penned the 
following 
Letrer To Toomas PAInNe. 

Dear Sir—I have read your manu- 
script with some attention. By the 
‘argument it contains against a particu- 
‘lar Providence, you-strike at the foun- 
| dation of all religion. For, without the 
belief of a Providence that takes cog- 
nizance of, guards and guides, and may 
favour particular persons, there is no 
motive to worship a Deity, to fear its 
displeasure, or to pray for its protec- 
tion. I will not enter into any discus- 
sion of your principles, though you 
seem to desire it. At present I shall 
only give you my opinion, that thoug'+ 
your reasonings are subtle, and may 
prevail with some readers, you will not 
succeed so as to change the general 
sentiments of mankind on that subject, 
and the consequence of printing this 
piece will be, a great deal of odium 
drawn upon yourself, mischief to you, 
and no benefit to others. He that spits 
against the wind spits in his own face. 
But were you to succeed do you ima- 
gine any good will be done by it? You 
yourself may find it easy to live a vir- 
tuous life without the assistance afford- 
ed by religion; you having a clear per- 
ception of the advantages of virtue, and 
the disadvantages of vice, and possess- 
ing a strength of resolution sufficient 
to enable you to resist common temp- 
tations. But think how great a part 
of mankind consist of weak and igno- 
rant men and women, and of inexperi- 
enced, inconsiderate youth, of both 
sexes, who have need of the motives 
of religion to restrain them from vice, 
to support their virtue, and retain them 
in the practice of it till it becomes /a- 
bitual, which is the great point for its 
security. And perhaps you are indebt- 
ed to her originally, that is to your re- 
ligious education, for the habits of vir- 
tue upon which you now justly value 
yourself. You might easily display 
your excellent talents of reasoning up- 
on a less hazardous subject, and there- 








Scriptures, and, doubtless, was sol 
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guished authors. For among us it is! 
ot necessary, as among the Hotten- 
tots, that a youth to be raised into the, 
company of men, should prove his man- 
hood by beating his mother. I would 
advise you, therefore, not to attempt. 
unchaining the tiger, but to burn this 
piece before it is seen by any other, 
person, whereby you will save yourself. 
a great deal of mortification from the: 
enemies it may raise ayainst you, and, 
perhaps a good deal of regret and re- 
pentance. If men are so wicked with 
feligion, wiiat would they be 1f without, 
#t? I intend this letter itself as a proof’ 
of my friendship, and therefore add no 
Srofcssion to it; but subseribe simply) 


yours, B. FRANKLIN. - 


Eeypt—The population of Egypt is es-| 
timated at 2,514,400 persons—of whom | 
about 200,000 are Copts, or descendants | 
of the ancient Egyptians; 2,300,000 are 
Tellaghs, «a mixed race of Arabs, Per-} 





sians, Syrians, and Feyptians; and 14,000); 
are foreigners. The number of villages in}, 


the country is 3475;. about one half of; 

which are in Lower Egypt. M. Langles; 

estimated the population of Cairo in 1510, 

at 263,700. M. Megin considers that of 

4'oxander as between 12 and 15,000 souls. 
| Late paper. 


' 


Russian Bible Society. 

It scems the present Emperor of Russia 
has adopted the course of his brother Al- 
exander with respect to Bible Societies in 
his dominions. By an Imperial UKase, da- 
ted St. Petersburgh, April 12th, the Me- 
tropolitan of that city is ordered, as Presi- 
dent of the Russian Bible Society, to sus- 
pend its activity in all its operations, with- 
out exception, until the Bmperor’s further 
permission. This order is to be extended 
to all the Committees, branches, and as- 
sociations, connected with the Society 
throughout Russia. At the same time, a 
particular account is required to be fur- 
nished the Emperor of all property, move- 
able and immovable, in houses,” lands, 
books, materials, and money, belonging 
to the Society, wherever these are to be 
found, with the most accurate and circum- 
stantial information possible thereof. 

It is stated, the Metropolitan immedi- 
ately ordered a stop to be put to the 
printing of the versions at the present un- 
der the press, &c. and to make up the ac- 








‘unts as soon as possible. 


Extract of a letter from a pious and intel 
gent member of the Methodist Epis zs 
Church. ag 


“I had thought to write a good deg) 
this time, and mention some of the iene 
cises of my mind to which ! alluded in va 
former letter, but a violent pain in my head 
which I now suffer prevents me again fpom 
doing it. Suffice it to say, that Lam fy, 
convinced of the impropriety or unprofit. 
ableness of being connected with any of 
the existing sects. I find that the close, 
one is connected the more difficult it js ¢, 
act and judge impartially. Lb have poy 
been a member of the Methodist Episco. 
pal Church seventeen years; and it is som 
years since I began to see the many incop. 


| Sistencies in the society; I observed the 


formality of their class-meetings and love. 
feasts, where the frantic zeal of many js 
applauded by those who ought to knox 
better. Many of their young preacher 
are puffed up, and many of the old one: 
are verv peremptory; and the harsh uy 
scriptural expressions they make use of | 
must blame. Their judging the state of 
religion of their societies by the a’s and p’: 
[absent and present] of their class paper: 
and many other things are, in my view, 
very exceptionable. But notwithstanding 
what I have said, I know their worth, ay 
must acknowledge many of their exce! 
lencies.” 

The foregoing extract is not given from 
any invidious feelings towards the Metho 
dists, but for their own candid consider 
tion and benefit. Besides, the evils ar 
not greater in the Methodist Socicty tha 
in most other societies, though they ma 
be of a different kind. It is in vain to ex 
pect that any of the religious communitic: 
of this day will ever be thoroughly purtc 
or again become what they once were. | 
great and important change, at no distal’ 
period, will undoubtedly take place in the 
religious state of things, but it will b« 
brought about in a way as unlooked fi 
and undesirable, as that which took place 
at the coming of Christ. And as it was 3! 
that time, so it will be again; many tha 
are first in a profession of religion, and “a 
the esteem of professors, will be the Is" 
to vield obedience to the requirement’ © 
the Lord, or to receive any impro emer 
in their spiritual condition. 
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